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Acronyms and abbreviations 

We have tried to keep the language in this Handbook as simple and as clear as possible. When we 
have used acronyms or abbreviations, we have made sure to spell these out at least once. Here they 
[l_' domn ch ][m_³ 

 
BM: Beneficiary Module EC: European Commission 

ECHE: Erasmus Charter for Higher Education 

ECTS: European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System 

ENFP: Erasmus+ National Focal Points 

EU: European Union 

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions 

HEI: Higher Education Institution 

ICM: International Credit Mobility 

IIA: Inter-institutional agreement 

IPA: Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 

KA131: Key Action 1 in Higher Education, supported by internal policy funds 

KA171: Key Action 1 in Higher Education, supported by external policy instruments (=ICM) 

NA: Erasmus+ National Agency 

NDICI: Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument 

NEO: National Erasmus+ Office 

OID: Organisation ID 

OS: Organisational Support 
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I ntroduction  

Ail .0 s_[lm' @olij_[h Ohcihºm @l[mgom jlial[gg_ b[m _h[\f_^ ip_l / gcffcih @olij_[hm ni mno^s' 
train and gain experience abroad. Since 2015, Erasmus+ opened up mobility opportunities in the field 
of higher education to individuals and organisations from other parts of the world. Through 
"International Credit Mobility" - ICM for short - European HEIs can set up mobility agreements with 
partners around the world to send and receive students and staff. In the new Erasmus+ 2021-2027, 
international mobility of higher education students and staff has two strands: one supported by 
internal policy funds (KA131) and one by the external policy instruments1 (KA171). The latter is the 
continuation of ICM (KA107) from the 2015-2020 programme period, and the first call for 
applications was launched in call 2022 of Erasmus+. 

Erasmus+ is an essential tool to promote people-to-people connectivity worldwide through its 
external dimension, aiming at cementing links between the European Education Area and the rest of 
the world. Building on the experience and the lessons learnt from the previous programme period, 
Erasmus+ 2021--+-2 cm mnlihafs [fcah_^ qcnb nb_ @Oºm a_ijifcnc][f jlcilcnc_m) 

 

What's in it for individuals? 

ICM projects contributes to strengthening societal links through educational exchanges and mobility. 
The aim is to support students and staff in higher education institutions acquire and enhance key 
mecffm' ]igj_n_h]_m [h^ _gjfis[\cfcns) Hi\cfcns `il mno^scha il nl[chcha ch]l_[m_ mno^_hnmº n_]bhc][f' 
inter-personal and inter-cultural skills and competences, as well as their confidence, ability to achieve 
goals, and social and cultural openness. Staff can acquire new competences for their professional 
development, improve their language skills and learn about new working methods. 

 

What's in it for institutions? 

ICM aims to support reinforce the capacities, quality and relevance for the labour market and society 
at the participating institutions and support the exchange of good practices. ICM projects strengthen 
international ties between institutions, giving the partners the opportunity to increase their visibility at 
local and global levels. It helps to improve the quality of higher education. 

 

Purpose of this handbook 

This handbook aims to support both Programme and Partner Country HEIs2 in the implementation of 
their ICM project, from application to final report. It will provide you with information on the key 
documents, rules and guidelines. It will guide you through the various steps your institution will be 
expected to take, and tell you where to go for further information. This handbook does not replace 
the Erasmus+ Programme Guide3, which you should refer to for more detailed information. 

We hope you find this handbook useful, and wish you every success with your ICM project. 

 

The International Credit Mobility Team 
 

 
1 Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument µ Global Europe (NDICI-GE) and Instrument of Pre-accession 
Assistance III (IPA III) 
2 For the purposes of ICM, there are 33 Erasmus+ Programme Countries (formally EU Member States and third countries associated to the 
Programme), which are the 27 EU Member States and six countries that have associated to the programme, namely Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway, the Republic of North Macedonia, Turkey and Serbia. Partner Countries (formally third countries not associated to the Programme) 
are all other countries in the world, except for Regions 13 (Andorra, Monaco, San Marino, Vatican City State) and 14 (Switzerland, Faroe 
Dmf[h^m [h^ nb_ Ohcn_^ Fcha^ig$ hin ]ip_l_^ \s nb_ @Oºm _rn_lh[f `ch[h]c[f chmnlog_hnm) Ail [ ^_n[cf_^ jl_m_hn[ncih' m__ n[\fe in p. 6. 
3 https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/erasmusplus-programme-guide 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/resources/documents/erasmus-programme-guide-2020_en
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I µ What is ICM and how do I apply? 

International Credit Mobility (ICM) supports the mobility of individuals enrolled or employed at a 
higher education institution (HEI), from a Programme Country to a Partner Country or vice versa, 
namely: 

¶ Student mobility for studies, open to short cycle, first cycle (Bachelor or equivalent) or second 
cycle (Master or equivalent) students, as well as third cycle doctoral candidates. The physical 
mobility period can last from 2 months (or one academic term) to 12 months, or from 5 to 30 
days for short-term doctoral mobility or if part of a blended mobility4. 

¶ Student mobility for traineeships, open to short cycle, first cycle (Bachelor or equivalent) or 
second cycle (Master or equivalent) students, recent graduates (who have applied during their 
last year of studies), as well as third cycle doctoral candidates. The mobility period can last from 
2 to 12 months, or from 5 to 30 days for short-term doctoral mobility or if part of blended 
mobility. 

¶ Staff mobility for teaching for academic staff and for invited staff from non-academic 
organisations to teach at a partner higher education institution (HEI) abroad. The mobility period 
can last from 5 days to 2 months (60 days) and can also be carried out as blended mobility 

¶ Staff mobility for training for teaching and non-teaching staff in the form of training events 
abroad (excluding conferences), job shadowing, observation periods and/or training at a partner 
HEI. The mobility period can last from 5 days to 2 months and can also be carried out as blended 
mobility. This activity also supports the mobility of staff from Partner Country HEIs to train at a 
non-academic organisation located in a Programme Country. 

 
Student and staff mobility can take place in any subject area or academic discipline. Moreover, HEIs 
are free to apply for staff mobility or student mobility, or any combination of the two. 

Staff teaching and training activities can be combined. A study period and a traineeship can also be 
combined, for a minimum of 2 months (or one academic term) and a maximum of 12 months. 

 

1. Who can apply? 

Any Programme Country HEI with an Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE) is eligible to apply 
for ICM funding to its National Agency (NA) as an individual HEI and/or via a consortium application: 

¶ For an application as an individual HEI: The applicant HEI must hold a valid Erasmus Charter for 
Higher Education (ECHE)5. 

¶ For an application as a national mobility consortium: The consortium must hold a higher 
education consortium accreditation. Organisations that do not hold a valid consortium 
accreditation can apply for this accreditation at the same time as applying for a mobility project. 
All HEIs involved in the consortium must hold a valid ECHE. 

Skip to "Getting the right accreditation" under the section Application Process for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 Blended mobility is a combination of physical mobility with a virtual component facilitating a collaborative online learning exchange and 
teamwork. 
5 Erasmus Charter for Higher Education: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education 

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/opportunities/organisations/learning-mobility-of-individuals/higher-education-students-and-staff
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education


 
Handbook for participating organisations in ICM 

 

September 2022  

6 

 

 

 

 
2. Erasmus+ Partner Countries eligible for International Credit Mobility 

 
 

Instrument for 
Pre-accession 

(IPA III) 

 
1. Western Balkans 

 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo6, Montenegro 

 
2. Neighborhood East 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Territory of Ukraine as 
recognised by international law 

 3. South-Mediterranean 
countries 

Algeria, Egypt, Israel7, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine8, Syria, 
Tunisia 

 4. Russian Federation Territory of Russia as recognised by international law 

  
 

5. Asia 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam 

  High Income Countries: Brunei, Hong Kong, Japan, (Republic of) Korea, 
Macao, Singapore, Taiwan 

 
6. Central Asia 

Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan 

  Iran, Iraq, Yemen 

Neighbourhood, 
Development 
and International 
Cooperation 
Instrument 
(NDICI-Global 
Europe) 

7. Middle East High Income Countries: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates 

8. Pacific Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Vanuatu 

High Income Countries: Australia, New Zealand 

  
 

 
9. Sub-Saharan Africa 

Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Congo - Democratic 
L_jo\fc] i` nb_' >ƀn_ ^ºDpicl_' ?dc\ionc' @ko[nilc[f Boch_[' @lcnl_[' 
Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

  
10. Latin America 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela 

 11. Caribbean Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Kitts and Nevis, 
St Lucia, St Vincent & Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago 

 12. USA & Canada Canada, United States of America 

 
 

 

 
6 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo 
Declaration of Independence. 
7 The eligibility criteria formulated in Commission Notice Nr.2013/C-205/05 (OJEU C-205 of 19/07/2013, pp. 9-11) shall apply for all 
actions implemented through this Programme Guide, including with respect to third parties receiving financial support in the cases 
where the respective action involves financial support to third parties by grant beneficiaries in accordance with article 204 of the  
EU's Financial Regulation. 
8 This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of 
the Member States on this issue. 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/argentina/argentina_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/bolivia/bolivia_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/brazil/brazil_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/colombia/colombia_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/costa-rica/costa-rica_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/ecuador/ecuador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/el-salvador/el-salvador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/el-salvador/el-salvador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/el-salvador/el-salvador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/honduras/honduras_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/honduras/honduras_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/nicaragua/nicaragua_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/nicaragua/nicaragua_en.htm
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3. Eligible partner organisations 

Only HEIs in Programme Countries are eligible to apply for and receive funds. Higher education 
institutions from around the world are eligible to take part in ICM as partners, with the exception of 
those located in regions 13 and 14.9

 

Participating Partner Country HEIs must be recognised as higher education institutions (HEI)10 by 
competent authorities. After the project has been selected for funding and before any mobility can 
take place, the Programme Country HEI must sign an inter-institutional agreement with their Partner 
Country HEIs. Find out more about this agreement in section II of this Handbook. 

If an exchange takes place with a HEI that is not recognised, the mobility is considered ineligible and 
the funds must be recovered. As the organisation submitting the application and managing the funds, 
the Programme Country HEI is responsible for verifying the eligibility of all partners in their 
application, and throughout the project lifecycle. 

Other organisations in Programme and Partner Countries are also eligible to take part in an ICM 
project. These organisations can host students on traineeship or HEI staff in training, while staff from 
these organisations can be invited to teach at an HEI. These organisations must be active in the 
labour market or in the fields of education, training and youth. See dedicated section on 
'Traineeships'. 

4. Roles and responsibilities 

Participating organisations involved in the mobility project take on the following roles and 
responsibilities: 

¶ The applicant organisation (always the Programme Country HEI) submits an application to its NA 
on behalf of its partner(s). The applicant can also apply on behalf of a consortium of several 
partners from the same Programme Country. 

¶ Once selected, the beneficiary organisation (always the Programme Country HEI) signs and 
manages the grant agreement, and reports at the end of the project. The beneficiary is financially 
responsible for the entirety of the grant. 

¶ The sending organisation (from either a Programme or a Partner Country) is responsible for 
selecting the students and staff and sending them abroad. This includes preparation, monitoring 
and recognition activities. 

¶ The receiving organisation (from either a Programme or a Partner Country) hosts the students 
and staff from abroad, providing support during their stay. 

Students and staff apply directly for a grant at the institution where they are enrolled through open 
calls. The selection criteria for participation in the mobility activities are defined by the HEIs involved 
in the project in their IIA. Many of these procedures are flexible and institutions are welcome to find 
the arrangements which work best for their needs, for example, institutions may prefer to establish 
joint selection procedures. Selection criteria and procedures must be fair and transparent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 See table in p. 6. 
10 According to the Erasmus+ Programme Guide, this is any type of higher education institution, which in accordance with national law or 
practice, offers recognised degrees or other recognised tertiary level qualifications, regardless of what such an establishment is called, or a 
comparable institution at tertiary level which is considered by the national authorities as eligible to participate in the Programme in their 
respective territories. 










































































